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PUBLISHERS’ PREFACE. 


Tue Publishers have the pleasure of offering in this 
volume the firat cheap edition of Scott’s “ Lives of the 
Novelists and Dramatists.” The memoirs are valuable, - 
especially as regards the masterly Criticisms on Fiction, 
as no authority greater than Scott’s can be found on that 


subject. 


{t is trusted that this volume will be found a valnable 
addition to the “ Chandos Classica.” 


Beprorp Street, 
Stranp. 
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#0 eagerly sought after, that Mr. Sheridan happily applies to the on- 
thusiasm of the citizons of Dublin, the lines of Bhakspeare, 

‘Yea, beg a hair of him for memory, 

‘And dying mention it within their wills, 

Boqueathing it as a rich legacy 

Unio their issue. SHAKSPEARE, 


‘The remains of Dean Swift were interred, agreeably to his directions, 
with privacy, in the great aisle of St. Patriok’s Cathedral, where an 
insoription, composed by himeelf, records hie exertions for liberty, and 
his detestation of oppression. 


Hic DEFOSITUM BST CORFUS 
JONATHAN SWIFT, 8.7. P. 
HUIUa ECCLESLE CATHEDRALIS 
DECANI: 
UBI SVA INDIGNATIO 
ULTERIUS COR LACERARE NEQUIT, 
‘ABI VIATOR, 

EY TMITARE, ST POTERIS, 
STRENUUM PRO VIRILI LIBERTATIS INDICE. 
onttr axNo (1745) : 

MENSIS (OCTOBRIS) DIE (19); 

ATATIS ANNO (78). 
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teenth century, was asserted, not only distinctly, but irreverontly, ix 
the Epilogue to the “ Conquest of Granada :” 


“They, who have best succeeded on the stage, 
Havo still conform’d their genius to their age. 
‘Thus Jonson did mechanic humour show, 
When men were dull, and conversation low. 
‘Then comedy was failtloss, but ‘twas coarse; 
Cobb's tankard was a jest, and Otter’s horse. 
‘And as their comedy, their love was mean 
Except, by chance, i some ono labour'd scene, 
‘Which must atone for an ill-written play, 

‘They rose, but at their height could seldom stay. 
amo then was cheap, and the first comer sped 
‘And they have kept it since, by being dead. 

But, were they now to write, whon critics weigh 
Bach line, and avery word, throughout a play, 
None of them, no not Jonson in his height, 
Could pass, without allowing genins for weight. 
‘Think it not envy, that theso truthe are told; 
Our poet's not malicious, though he’s bold. 

“Pig not to brand them, that their faults aro shown, 
But, by their errors, to'excuso his own. 

If love and honour now aro higher raised, 

*Tis not the poet, but the age is praised. 

Wit's now arrived to a more high degreo 

Our native langwage moro refined and free. 

Our ladies and our men now speak more wit 

Im conversation, than thoso posts writ. 

‘Thon, one of theso is, consequently, tro; 

‘That what this poct Writes come short of you, 
And imitates you ill (which most ho fears}, 

Or elec his writing is not worso than theirs. 
Yet, though you judge (as suro tho critics will), 
‘That some before him writ with greater skill, 
In this one praise he has their famo surpast, 
‘To please an ago more gallant than tho last. 








‘The daring doctrine laid down in these obnoxious lines, our author 
ventured to maintain, in what he has termed a “Defence of tho 
Epilogue, or an Eesay on the Dramatic Poetry of the last age.” It in 
subjoined to the “ Conquest of Granada;” and, as that play was not 
rinted till after the “Rehearsal,” it serves to show how little 

ryden's opinions were altered, or his tone lowered, by the success of 
that witty satire. It was necessary, he says, either not to print the 
bold epilogue, which we have quoted, or to show that he could defend 
it. He consures decidedly the antiquated language, irregular plots, 
and anachronismsof Shakspeare and Fletcher ; but his main st 
seems directed against Jonson. From his works he selects several 
instances of harsh, inelegant, and even inaccurate diction. In de- 
soribing manners, he claims for the modern writers a decided supe- 
riority over the poets of the earlier age, when there was less gallantry, 
and when the authors were not admitted to the best society. The 
manners of thoir low, or Dutch school of comedy, in which Jonson lod 
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the meantime procured a prohibition—at least a suspension—of the 
representation of “Cleomenes” from the Lord Chamberlain. The 
exertions of Hyde, Earl of Rochester, who, although a Tory, was 
possessed necessarily of some influence as maternal-uncle to the queen, 
procured a recall of this award against a play which was in every 
respect truly inoffensive, but thore was still a more insuperable obstacle 
to its success. The plot is flat and unsatisfactory, involving no great 
event, and, in truth, being only the question whether Cleomenes should 
or should’ not depart upon an expedition which appears far more 
hazardous than remaining where he was. ‘The grave and stoical cha- 
racter of the hero is more suitable to the French than the English 
stage; nor had the general conduct of the play that interest, or perhaps 
pustle, which is necessary to fix the attention of the promiscuous 
audience of London. In a theatre, where every man may, if he will, 
express his dissatisfaction, in defiance of beaue-ceprite, nobles, or mous- 
quetaires, that which is dull will seldom be long fashionable : “ Cleo- 
menes” was accordingly coldly received. Dryden published it with a 
dedication to Lord Rochester, and the Life of Cleomones” prefixed, 
as translated from Plutarch by Creech, that it might appear how false 
those reports were which imputed to him the composing a Jacobite 


play. 

Omitting, for the present, Dryden’s intermediate employments, I 
hasten to close his dramatic career by mentioning that “ Love Trium- 
phant,” his last play, was acted in 1692 with very bad success. Those 
who look over this piece, which is in trath one of the worst our author 
ever wrote, can be at, no loss to discover sufficient reason for its con- 
demnation. The comic part approaches to farce, and the tragic unites 
the wild and unnatural changes and counterchanges of the Spanish 
tragedy, with the involutions of unnatural and incestuous passion, 
which the British audience has been always averse to admit as a legiti- 
mate subject of dramatic pity or terror. But it cannot be supposed 
that Dryden received the failure with anything like an admission of 
ite justice. He was a veteran foiled in the last of his theatrical trials 
cof skill, and retreated for ever from the stage with expressions which 
transferred the blame from himself to his judges, for, in the dedication 
to James, the fourth Earl of Salisbury, a elation of Lady Elizabeth, 
and connected with the oct by a similarity of religious and political 
opinions, he declares that the characters of the persons in the drama 
are truly drawn, the fable not injudiciously contrived, the changes of 
fortune not unartfully managed, and the catastrophe happily intro- 
duced, thus leaving, were the author's opinion to be admitted as 
decisive, no grounds upon which the critics could. ground their oppo: 
tion. The enemies of Dryden, as usual, triumphed greatly in the fall 
of this piece, and thus the dramatic career of Dryden began and closed 
with bad success, 

Henceforward we are to consider Dryden as unconnected with 
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and a fanatical religion, was destined, if not to give laws to the stage 
of England; at lenst to defend its Liberties; to improve burlesque into 
satire; to free translation from the fetters of verbal metaphrase, and 
exclude from it the licence of paraphrase; to teach posterity the 
powerful and varied poetical harmony of which their language was. 
capable: to give an example of the lyric ode of unapproached excel- 
lence; and to leave to English literature a name, second only to those 
of Milton and of Shakspeare. 
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‘Thus lived, ané thus died, at a period of life when the world 
right have expected continued delight from his matured powers, 
the celebrated Henry Fielding, father of the English Novel; and 
in his powers of strong and national humour, and forcible yet nat 
gzibition of character, unapprosched as yet, even by his successful 
followers. 


AsnorsronD, October 25, 1820, 


TOBIAS SMOLLETT. 


HE Life of Saouterr, whose genius has raised an imperishable 

‘monument to his fame, has been written, with spiritand elegance, 

by his frand and contemporary, the celebrated Dr. Moora, and more 

lately by Dr. Robert Anderson of Edinburgh, with a careful research, 
which eaves to us little except the task of selection and abridgment, 

Our anthor was descended from an ancient and hononrable family ; Cowas 
an advantage to which, from various passages in his writings, he seems 4... 
to have attached considerable weight, and the congciousnogs of which ¢. 
seems to have contributed its share in forming some of the peculiari- veh 
ties of his character. 

Sir James Smollett of Bonhill, the grandfather of the celebrated 
author, was bred to the bar, became one of the Commissaries (i.e. 
Consistorial Judges) of Edinburgh, represented the burgh of Dumbar- 
ton in the Scottish Parliament, and lent his aid to dissolve that repre- 
sentative body for ever, being one of the Commissioners for framing - 
the Union with Englend. “By his lady, a daughter of Sir Aulay 
MeAuley of Ardincaple, Sir James Smollett had four sone, of whom 
‘Archibald, the youngest, was father of the poet. 

It appears that Archibald Smollett followed no profession, and that, 
without his father’s consent, he married an amiable woman, Barbara, 
daughter of Mr. Cunningham of Gilbertfield, The disunion betwixt 
the son and father, to which this act, of impradence gave rise, did not 
prevent Sir James Smollett from assigning to him, for his support the 

jouse and farm of Dalquhurn, near his own mansion of Bonbill, 
Archibald Smollett died early, leaving two sons anda daughter wholly 
dependent on the kindness of his grandfather. The eldest son em- 
braced the military life, and perished by the shipwreck of a transport. 
The danghter, Jane, married Mr. ‘Telfer of Leadhills, and her descen- 6.47! 
dant, Captain John Smollett, B.N., now represents the family, and s#>~ 
possesses the estate of Bonhill, ‘The second son of Archibald Smollett 4. 





the vale of Leven not only in the beantiful Ode addressed to his parent 
stream, but in the “Expedition of Humphrey Clinker,” where he 
mentions the home of his forefathers in the following enthusiastio, 
yet not exaggerated terms:—“ A very little above the source of the 
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tost Tobias Smollett, on the 2st October, 1771, at the untimely age 
of only fifiy-one years. ‘There is little doubt, that grief for the loss of 
his dat footing of ungrateful neglect from those who were 
called upon to ond him assistance, a prosent senso of confined cir- 
cumstances, which he was daily losing the power of enlarging by his 
own exertions, together with gloomy apprehensions for the future, 
materially aided the progress of the mortal disorder by which he was 
removed. 

More happy in this respect, than Fielding, Smollet’s, grave at 
Leghorn is distinguished by a plain monument, erected by his widow, 
to which Dr, Armstrong, his constant and faithful friend, supplied the 
following spirited inscription :— 
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To this formidable list there remain yet to be added the critical 
papers written by the author for the London Review; “ Retrospeo- 
tion,” a poem, in blank verse, on the author's own past life; and per- 
haps other publications, unknown to the Editor. 


AwronaronD, December, 1824. 
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over a dramatic author, shot at him many shafts of small epigram- 
matic wit. It is likely that Goldsmith began to feel that this spirit 
was carried too far, and, to check it in the best taste, he composed his 
celebrated poem of “Retaliation,” in which the characters and failings 
of his associates are drawn with sitive, at once pungent and good- 
humoured. Garrick is smartly chastised ; Burke, the Dinner-bell of 
the Housé of Commons, is not spared; aud of all the more dis- 
tinguished names of the Club, Johnson, Cumberland, and Reynolds 
alone escape the lash of the satirist. ‘The former is not mentioned, 
and the two latter are oven dismissed with unqualified and affectionate 
applause, “Retaliation” hud the effect of placing the author on a 
more equal footing with his society than he had ever before assumed. 
Even against the despotism of Johnson, though much respecting him, 
and as much beloved by him, Goldsmith made a more spixited stand 
than was generally ventured upon by the compeors of that arbitrary 
Sultan of literature, Of this Boswell has recorded a striking instance. 
Goldsmith had been descanting on the difficulty and importance of 
making animals in an apologue speak in character, and particularly 
instanced the Fable of the Little Fshes. "Observing that Dr. Johnson 
was laughing scornfully, he proceeded smartly, “ Why, Dr. Johnson, 
this is not so casy as you seem to think; for if you were to make little 
fishos talk, they would talk like whales.” 

‘Yo support the expense of his now dignities, Goldsmith laboured 
ineoysautly nt the literary oar, ‘Tho “Letters on the History of 
England,” commonly ascribed to Lord Lyttleton, and containing an 
excellent and entertaining abridgment of the annals of Britain, are 
the work of Goldsmith, fis mode of compiling them wo learn from 
some interesting anecdotes of the anthor, communicated to the public 
by Lee Lewes, an actor of genius, whom he patronized, aud with whom 
hie often associated, 

“He first rend in a morning, from Hume, Rapin, and sometimes 
Kennet, as much as he designed for one letter, marking down the 
passages referred to on a sheet of paper, with remarks. He then rode 
or walked ont with a friend or two, hee he constantly had with him; 
returned to dinner, spent the day generally convivially, without much 
drinking (which he was never in the habit of), and when he went up 
to bed. took up his books and paper with him, where he generelly 
wrote the chapter, or the best part of it, before he went to rest. This 
latter exercise cost him very little trouble, he said; for having 
all his materials ready for him, he wrote it with as much facility as a 
common letter. 

“Bat of all his compilations, he used to say, his ‘Selections of 
English Poetry’ showed more ‘the art of profession.’ Here he did 
nothing but mark the particular passages with a red-ead pencil, and 
for this he got two hundred pounds—but then he used to add, ‘ a man 
shows his judgment in these selections, and he may be often twenty 

of his life cultivating that judgment.’ ” 

Goldsmith, amid these more petty labours, aspired to the honours 
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In 1777 he was engaged in one of his most pleasing, as well as most 
popular works, “The Lives of the British Poets,” which he executed 
with a degree of critical force and talent which has seldom been con- 
centrated. 

Johnson's laborious and distinguished career terminated in 1783, 
when virtue was deprived of a steady supporter, socicty of a brilliant 
ornament, and literature of a successful cultivator. The latter part of 
his life was honoured with general applause, for none was more fortu- 
nate in obtaining and presorving tho friendahip of tho wise aud the 
worthy. ‘Thus foved and venerated, Johnson might have been pro- 
nounced happy. But Heaven, in whose eyes strength is weakness, per- 
mitted his faculties to be clouded occasionally with that morbid aifec- 
tion of the spirits, which disgraced his talents by prejudices, and his 
manners by rudeness. 

‘When we consider the rank which Dr. Johnson held, not only in 
literature, but in society, we cannot help figuring him to ourselves as 
the benevolent giant of some fairy tale, whose kindnesses and courte- 
sies are still mingled with a part of the ragged ferocity imputed to the 
fabulous sons of Anak; or rather, perhaps, like a Homan Dictator, 
fetched from his farm, whose wisdom and heroism still relished of his 
rustic occupation. And there were times when, with all Johnson’s 
wisdom, and all his wit, this rudeness of disposition, and the sacrifices 
aud submissions high he unsparingly exacted, were so great, that 
even his kind and devoted admirer, Mrs. Thrale, seems at length to 
have thought that the honour of being Johnson's hostess was almost 
counterbalanced by the tax which he exacted on ler time and 
patience. 

The cause of those deficiencies in temper and manner, was no j 
ranco of what was fit to be done in scciety, or how far each individual 
onght to suppress his own wishes in favour of those with whom he 
associates; for, theoretically, no man understood the rules of good 
breeding better than Dr. Johnson, of could act more exactly in coufor- 
mity with them, when the high rank of those with whom he was in 
company for the time required that he should put tho necessary con- 
straint upon himeelf. But during the greater part of his life, he hed 
been in a great measure a stranger tothe higher society, in which such 
restraint is necessary ; and it may be fairly presumed that the indul- 
gence of a variety of little selfish peculiarities, which it is the object of 
god breeding to suppress, became thus familiar to him, ‘The con- 
geiousess of his own mental superiority in most companies which he 
frequented, contributed to his dogmatism ; and when he had attained 
his eminence as a dictator in literature, like other potentates, he was 
not averse to a display of his authority: resembling in this particular 
Swift, and one or two other men of genius, who have had the bad taste 
to imagine that their talents elevated them above observance of the 
common rales of society. It must be also remarked, that in Johnson's 
time, the literary society of London was much more confined than at 
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treats of the same melancholy subject, and closes with this sublime 
strain of morality — 


Pour forth thy forvours for s healthfal mind, 
Obedient passions, and a will resigned ; 
For Love, which scarce collective man can fll 
/ For Patience, sovereign o'er transmuted ill 
{for Faith, that, pauting for a happier seat, 
} Counts death kind nature's signal of retreat : 
‘hone goods for man the lew of Heaven oda 
£ ‘These goods Ho grants, who grants the power t goin, 
\\ With thene calestial Wisdom calms the mind, 
‘Aud makes the happinees abe cannot find. 


LAURENCE STERNE. 


AURENCE STERNE was one of those few authors who have 
anticipated the labours of the biographer, and left to the world 
what they desired should be known of their family and their life. It 
is buta slight sketch, however, addressed to his daughter, and stops 
short just where the reader becomes most interested in its progress, 
being very succinct in all which regards the author's personal history. 
“Roger Sterne,* (says this narrative), grandson to Archbishop 
Sterne, Lieutenant in Handaside’s regiment, was married to Agnes 
Hebert, widow of a captain of a good family. Her family name was 
(I believe) Nuttle ;—though, upon recollection, that was the name of 
her father-in-law, who was a noted sutler in Flanders, in Queen Anne’s 
wars, where my father married his wife's daughter (N.B. he was in 
debt to him), which was in September 25, 1711, old style.—This Nuttle 
had a son by my grandmother,—a fine person of a man, but a grace- 
loss whelp !—what became of him I know not.—The family (if any left) 
live now at Clonmel, in the south of Ireland; at which town I was 











* Mr, Sterno was descended from a family of that namo in Suffolk, one of which 
settled in Nottinghamshire. ‘The following genealogy is extracted from Thoresby’s 
“Ducatus Leodinensis,” p. 215. 
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English proso-writers. In the power of approaching and touching the 
finer feelkage of the heart, he hae never boon excelled, if indeod. he has 
ever beon equalled: aud ‘may be ab onco recorded as one of the most 
affected, and one of the most simple of writers,—as one of the greatest 
plagiarists, and ono of the most original geniuses, whom England has 
produced. Dr. Ferriar, who seemed born to trace and detect the 
Yarious mazos through which Sterno carried on his depredations upon 
ancient and dusty authors, apologizes for the rigour of his inquest, by 
doing justice to those merits which were peculiarly our author's own. 
‘We cannot better close this article than with the sonnet in which his 
ingenious inguisitor makes the amende honorable to tho shade of 
orick, 


Stora for whose anko I plod through miry ways, 
Of antiqu wit and quibbling mazes drear, 
not thy shado malignant consuro fear, 
‘Though aught of borrowed mirth my scarch betrays. 
Long slept that mirth in dust of ancient da 
rewhile to Guise or wanton Valois deat 
il waked by theo in Skelton’s joyous pile, 
Bho flung on Tristram her capricious ra 
‘But tho quick toar that cheeks our wondering emile, 
In sudden pause or uncxpected story, 
Owns thy truo mastory—and Le Fevre’s woos, 
Maria's wanderings, and the Prisoner's throes, 


Fix thee conspicuous on the throne of glory. 
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convinced, he would have twisted another branch of laurel into his 
garland. “However, as Sebastian expressos it, 

‘What had been, is unknown ; what is, appears. 


We must bo proudly entstod with what wo havo received: and happy 
that, in this line of composition, we can boast @ living author, of ex- 
cellence like that of Henry Mackenzie.” 





© Honry Mackenaio died in 1881, at the advanced age of 86.—[Epu.] 
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, and inquired who he was; the friar farni 
‘did not immediately reply, but, on the quostio 
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naxin. 
“An ansassin! exclaimed one of the Englishmen; “nu arsansin, 
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that walk for pleasure through a moonlight landscape, are more teazed 
than edified by the intrusive minuteness with which some well-mean- 
ing companion disturbs their reveries, divesting stock and stone of the 
shadowy eemblances in which fancy had dressed them, and pertina- 
Giously yestoring to them the ordinary forme and commonplace mean- 
nnees of reality. 

It may indeed be claimed as meritorious in Mrs. Radcliffe’s mode of 
expounding her mysteries, that it is founded in possibilities. Many 
situations have occurred, highly tinctured with romantic incident and 
fooling, the mysterious’ obacurity of ‘which hae afterwanls. boon 
explained by deception and confederacy. Such have been the impos- 
tures of superstition in all ages, and such delusions were also practised 
by the members of the Secret Tribunal in the Middle Ages, and in more 
modern times by the Rosicrucians and Illuminati, upon whose machi- 
nations Schiller has founded the fine romance of “'The Ghost-Seer.” 
But Mrs. Radcliffe has not had recourse to so artificiala solution. Her 
heroines often sustain the agony of fear, and her readers that of sus- 
pense, from incidents which, when explained, appear of an ordinary 
tha teil nature; and inthis wo do not greatly applaud her art.” A 
stealthy step behind the arras, may doubtless, in come situations, and 
when the nerves are tuned to certain pitch, have no emall influence 
upon the imagination ; but if the conscious listener discovers it to be 
only the noise made by the cat, the solemnity of the feeling is gone, 
and the visionary i at once angry with his senses for having rect 
cheated, and with his reason for having acquiesced in the -deception.* 
‘We fear that some such feeling of Siexppointment and displeasure 
attends most readers, when they read for the first time the unsatisfac- 
tory solution of the mysteries of the black pall and the wax figure, 
which has been adjourned from chapter to chapter, like eomething sup. 
pressed, because too horrible for the ear. 

‘There is a separate inconvenience attending a narrative where the 
imagination has boon long kept in suspenso, and is at length impr 
fectly gratified by an explavation falling short of what the ronilee ane 
expected ; for, in such a case, the interest terminates on the first read- 
ing of the volumes, and cannot, 20 far as it rests upon a high degree 
of excitation, be recalled upon a second perusal. A plan or narrative, 
happily complicated and ingeniously resolved, continues to please after 
many bie gs ; for, although the interest, of cee curiosity is no more, 
it is supplied by the rational pleasure, which admires the author's art, 
and traces a thousand minute passages, which render the catastrophe 
probable, yet escape notice in the eagerness of a first perusal. But it 
P otherwise, when some inadequate canse is ascigned for @ strong 
emotion; the reader feels tricked, and as in the case of a child who 








* By a singular coincidence, the Isto Inmented author of “Don Juan" has intro- 
dnced this very idea into the last canto of that poem, 
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make a good use of it, Through that door—ii night—when sho 
aleops— 

“*T com 1d. you,’ #aid the Mareheya, *1 comprehend you, ae 
why—you have your reasons, no doubt—but why the neceanity of a 
teetot door gw Noa which Yow any toieo. lossy odeabebea bi aly 

person. Parte 


a roqui 
oe Peace ‘be with the departed!" exclaimed Sehodoni, and cronsed 
himself; * pence zest with his goal !' 
“* Haric! to that chant,’ said the 
‘the soul has bat, 
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‘Thore pause at midnight’s he 
"Knee the lougeroooundlag gale 

And catch the flesting moonlight’s power, 
O’er foaming seas and distant sail. 


It cannot, we think, be denied, that we have here beautiful ideas 
yxpressed in appropriate versification; yet here, as in her prose com- 
positions, the poetess is too much busied with external objects, too 
anxious to describe the outward accompaniments of melancholy to 
tenite upon the feeling itacif; and although the comparison be mado at 
the expense of a favourite author, we cannot help contrasting the 
Poetry we have just inserted, with a song by Fletcher on a similar sub- 
Ject. 


Pas. (Sings.) Hence, all you vain delights, 
¢ ‘As short aa aro the nights 
‘Wherein you spend your folly! 
‘Thoro’s nought in this life swoot, 
If man were wise to seo't, 
But only melancholy! 





"A mlnight bol ‘groan! 

midnight bell, & partin 

‘Too are th sounds wo feed upon; 

‘Thon stoteh our bones in sill gloomy valley 
‘Nothing’ s0 dainty sweet as lovoly melancholy. 


‘The Nice Valour. 


In these last verses the reader may observe, that the human feeling 
of the votary of Melancholy, or rather the pale passion itself, is predo- 
minant; that our thoughts are of and with the pensive wanderer; and 
that the “fountain heads and pathless groves,” like the landscape in 
Portrait, are only socondary parts of the picture. In Mra, Rad- 
cliffe's verses it is different. ‘Tho accesearies and accompaniments of 
melancholy are well described, but they call for so much of our atten- 
tion, that the feeling itself scarce solicits due regard. We are placed 
among melancholy objects, but our sadness is reflected from the scene, 
it is not the growth of our own minds. Something like this may be 
observed in Mrs. Radcliffe’s romances, where our curiosity is too much 
interested about the evolution of the story, to permit our feelings to be 
acted upon by the distresses of the hero or heroine. We do not 
acknowledge them as personal objects of our interest, and convinced 
that the authoress will extricate them from their embarrassments, we 
are more concerned about the course of the story than the feclings or 
fate of those of whom it is told. 

37 


578 MES. ANN RADOLIFFE. 


But we must not take mrewell of a favourite author with a depre- 
ciating sentiment, Tt may be true that Mra. Redcliffe rather walks in 
fairyland than in the region of realities, and that she has ueither dis 

syed the command of the human passions, nor the insight into the 
uman heart, nor the observation of life and mannors which recom- 
mend other authors in the same line, But she has taken the lead in a 
Tine of composition, appealing to those powerfal and general sources of 
interest, a latent sense of supernatural awe and curiosity concerning 
whatever is hidden and mysterious; and if she has been ever nearly 
approached in thi walk, which we should hesitate to affirm, it is a& 
Tenat certain that she has never been excelled or even equalled. 


ALAIN RENT LE SAGR, 





wo 
interest: the pablo, mon 
death, our admiration is led almost to canoniaa, 
men, who, spending their lives in obgourty, po 
i ition, to 





i that of Lo 
Beebe ant Scpponel win ditty by tho precatous saad ot 





cn the’ English 
wu 
“The Point of Honour” 
In 1707," Don Crasuar a i 
the Spanish of Caldnron, was 


Frangais. To make 
Ee wil ae aes t 
sl wage under the le of "Neck at 


for w eee ante 
the same day; 
“Dou Cesar,” we have said, was 





ALATN RENE LE BAGE, 


588 
character and sentiment. ““T'nrcaret" was indeed more in the taste 
of the and was better relished; bat the scones hang 


ALAIN ROND LD 84GB. 


Hilfe 


perplex, distar’ 
% in upon and overthrow it, 
ak ‘a plaphal aie eae wt 
ou r eye ‘i 


those moments when he is very near 


eegeres 


Don 
foal co ath aft ibestns adie HE is tr the copay 
raed k generous 





ALAIN RENE TB BAGH, 587 
such relief i more appropriate than whan the novel serves inartificially 


to intarrupt the progresa of 7 

tna tine of mule iter! ‘elit inate Ba Sane lived 
‘nol fa hs vet ges 
aces arcu 


nade 
wbances tod mnamy 
isi ee ay En 
hc yeah Datiesy (oppo sel Sr af ea 
iy hae grandicler a eomale was 


oT ie 
fs ea i ac: he mats po 


perhaps, more frooly, that each of them 
whieh en; seat ‘them to set, a) piping 
ese ns to do thir charactor tn wooly 
ean Ve sings the days of Jny 
os ree ah on 








s me ny A Tr. set 
Te only remaina bo bo auid of this colo 
is Se ean 


===! 





ADAIN RENE LE §Aan, 


sios of fiction to which “Gil Blas” be in some respects said 
i ‘beloug.. ‘There aries ti every ountsy @ spotter of low or como 
ance, bearing somewhat the sane vortion to the erect 
Tomrsnce, which faye boars to tragedy. Manders of kil coun: 
are not more, if 
of high deeds of 


human, . 
In Spai ‘of their most i took pleature in 
aang oon he oder up ab sonra ee 
the favourite subjects of his poncil among tho. sunburut gipri 
‘hepherts, and imaeteers, ‘Thm the bs 





ALAIN RBND LD SAGE. 


eee ony aes 
gent, but apt to bo docaived by his own vani 
Taleo us laugh with him a others, and. follivg 


itt the eausticily of Aamodeun "Yet with allthis 
af aatre, the mortise. bag go pach of gentlains wud 


i and good 


z 
Hoe 


Eee 


uf 





ee eee 


a ALLEY TENE UF Fare 






i quiet. in vr He 
Sarat eer Tae imemucon wf ie 
aay iy eo we wn ame We Vaan Ww: em 
Ee Tar eee ot sci 
Ht amg, wn wre 6 valine com a fecom 
Seat aon uy tw a sos sencan Bh auscame mt Jan 














wepas we weer 
Rope psc ti peal tpg ee 

tee“ Advertares of G2 Ban” Seta Sockt remains on 
the st tes eater eect the contimance cf the he's real 









arity vo thas which interest the’ 
fariicalar, Mat an spears of car 2ornaintance used to Teal certain 
fariartpamnagire ruler Vedime dinner, wi purpoee of getting 
fn Ap like that of the Licentiate Sedillo, and, so far as his friends 
omll chnoren, thn roc win always ucocssfal. 
Iinpyy mint the * Adventures of Gil Blas” originally closed 
cexcmnn yyilarity of the work induced the au toad the 
_Latfiqurth volume in which Gil Blas is again brought from his retreat, and 
“Ml new invilvel in th: yerils of a court life. "Besides that the author 
iN meme degren requests himnelf—for Gil Blas’ situation under the 
Cinvle YY Olivaren in just the esunterpart to that which he held under 
he thes uke of le nth inulin an has Sod ear ante 
works, juint awkwurdly with the original story, and is wri 
| With ‘iss vig und” criginality. © Tes secapton Hom the: public, 
, sseording to @ Brench eritie, resembled the admiration given to a 
“ Y duenying boanty, whono foutures remain the same, though their fresh- 
nonn wud brillinney are abated by time. 
Hiven after tha death of Le Sago, it soemed aa if his masterpiece was 
... to yive rine to ws sauny Continuations as tho “History of Amadis.” A 





At th 
Juut 15 


























ALAIN ROND DM SAGD. 


it Tal ed fai oil nye 


ee 

a planer inp 

leely devoid. ofthe, rich poct 
which he wrote yas inadeg: 


the satel 
‘be ‘Boge fonnd congenial 
“ Adventures of the Obevalice do 
vather corsair—th 





v8 ings Ue er Ha 
f a : 


Hee 


ALAIN REND LB SAGN. 
+ L745, after the battle of ont 


Lam able to fumish, 
year 


. i 
E | 

is 
u 
Ff 
3 


painfal emotion. 
which 
ofthe 


rout and 
shri 


fs 


sia 








ALAIN RENE LH SAGR. 597 


sustain thé petulant activity of the hoaring-trumpet of my dear and 
‘lustrious associate and friend Mons. de la Condamine.* 

“Monsieur Le Sage died in winter 1746-7. I considered it as an 
honour and duty to attend his funeral, with the principal officers 
under my command. His widow survived him but a short time; and 
a fow years afterwards, the loss of the Abbé Le Sage became the 
subject of regret to his Chapter, and the enlightened society to which 
he was endeared by his virtues.” 

The interesting account of Monsieur de Tressan having conducted 
Lie Sago to an honoured tomb, we have. but to add, that an epitaph 












3 and if, in 8, he haa 10 
in with reproach, and has, at the (-4ynq 
same time, conducted his story through scenes of pleasure and of -sdluct 
licence, his Muse has moved with an unpolluted step, even where the 

ith was somewhat miry. In short, it is highly to the honour of [ 
Fe Sago, that—differing im that particalar from any of his country- | 
men who have moved in the same walk of letters—he has never con- \ 
descended to pander to vice by warmth or indolicacy of description. | _ 
If Voltaire, as it is said, held the powers of Le Sage in low estimation, | 
uch slight regard waa partionlarly misplaced towards ove, who, with 
ont, waking one evil thought, was able, by his agreeable’ fiotions, te 
excite more lasting and more honourable interest: than the witty Lord 
of Forney himself, even though Asmodeus sat at his elbow to aid him 
in composing “ Candide” and " Zadig.” 








“+ Mons. des Condamine, very deaf and very importunate, was the terror of the 
‘members of the Academie, from the vivacity with whi ‘inquiries, which 
Could only be satisfied by the inconvenient medium of his hesring-trumpet, 


t Sous co tombeau Le Sage abatta, 
Par le cisesu de Ia Parque importune, 
Bill ne fut pas ami de la Fortune, 

1D fat toujours ami de le Vertu, 
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ness and avarice, to generosity and liberality, by the mere loveliness 
of virtue in his brother and his friends. And he does not appear to ~ 
hhave possested much knowledge of that species of character which is 
formed by profession or by nationality. Hie seamen are indiferent; 
his Trishmen not beyond those usually brought on the stage: his 
tchmen still more awkward caricatures, and the language which 
he puts in their mouths, not similar to any that has been spoken since 
the days of Babel. It is in detecting the internal working of a power- ~~ 
ful understanding, like that of Paracelsus Holman, that Bage’s power 
chiefly consists; and great that power must be, considering how much 
‘nore dificult itis to trace those varieties of character whit, are formed 
by such working, than merely to point out such as the mind receives 
from the manners and customs of the country in which it has ripened, 

‘A light, gay, pleasing air, carries us agreeably through Bage's 
novels; and when we are disposed to be angry at seeing the worse 
made to appear the better reason, we are reconciled to the author Ly 
the ease and good-humour of his style. We did not think it propor 
to reject the works of eo eminent an author from this collection,® ~ 
merely on account of speculative errors/ We have done our best to 
place a mark on these; and, as we afe far from being of opinion, 
that the youngest and most thoughtless derive their serious opinions 
from productions of this nature, we leave them for our reader's amuse- 
ment, trusting that he will remember that a good jest is no argument ; 
that a novelist, like the master of a puppet-show, has his drama under 
hig absolute authority, and shapes tho events to favour his own 
opinions ; and that whether the Devil flies away with Punch, or Punch 
strangles the Devil, forms no real argument as to the comparative 
power of either one or other, but only indicates the special pleasure of 
the master of the motion. 
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t. RICHARDSON, 
In crown 8vo, price as, 62,, cloth, 

THE AVOIRDUPOIS WEIGHT CALCULATOR AND READY 

Fi alas ‘With Interest and Discount Tables, By Axtuun 
 Kixc. 


A COUNTING-HOUSE NECESSITY, 
In large crown Syo, price 54., cloth gilt. 


“Lavaluablo as a dosk companton,”—Bauhers' Journals 





Bedford Street, Strand, 








FREDERICK WARNE & CO., Publishers, 


THE OHANDOS LIBRARY. 
| Strics of Standard Works in ald Classes of Literadurey © 


ta coum Svo, price ef acy pam ile lot lmao sides, 
THE PERCY Bincocten! Revsen and SHOLTO PExcy. 


Verbatim Reprint of Original Edition, Introduction by Joun 
‘Tiss. Oviginal, Steel Portraits, and Index, Four Vols each 
Complete in itself, 

PEPYS'S DIARY AND CORRESPONDENCE. With Seven Stoel 
Portraits arranged asa Frontispiece, Memoir, and full Index, 
JONSON'S LIVES OF THE POETS. With Critical Observations, 

and a Sketch of the Author's Life by Sit WatrER Scorn. 

EVELYN'S DIARY AND CORRESPONDENCE, alte by Bxav, 
‘With Frontispiece and full Index. 

POPE'S HOMER'S ILIAD AND ODYSSEY. T'tAxMaN's Hlustrations, 

THE KORAN. A Verbatim Reprint. With Maps, Plans, &c, 

THE TALMUD (SELECTIONS FROM). By H, FoLano, With 
Maps, Plans, &c, ¥ 

GIL BLAS (THE ADVENTURES OF), Dy Lu Sicx, 

ROSCOE'S ITALIAN NOVELISTS, 

ROSCOE'S GERMAN NOVELISTS. } Complete Editions, 





ROSCOE'S SPANISH NOVELISTS. 

MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE OF SIR WALTER SCOTT. fy J. G. 
Lockwarr, Condensed and Revised, With Portrait. 

LORD BACON'S ESSAYS AND HISTORICAL WORKS. 





THE ALBION POETS. 
Complete Eiditions, in de ss type, with Explanatory Notes, 


Ia large crown 8vo, cloth Hl gr Gj dol Gd. 5 cloth, gilt 4 Belin tec 
Tettered, hand Verianmed to ge lnge mare He seni 
telges, Me fall calf, marbled edge, 965 ful renee gold 

edges, Tos. 6d. 

1. SHAKSPEARE—THE PLAYS AND, POEMS. 2136 EP. 

2, BYRON'S POETICAL WORKS. 736.pp. 

3. LONGFELLOW'S POETICAL WORKS. 635 pp. 

4 SCOTT'S POETICAL WORKS. 766 pp. 

5. MILTON'S POETIGAL WORKS, 

6 WORDSWORTH'S POETICAL WORKS. 











Bedford Street, Strand, 





FREDERICK WARNE & CO,, Publishers,’ 


Warwe's 5s. Victorta Girr Booxs, continued. 
WE THREE BOYS; or, A Year's Adventures, By L, VaLenTixe. 
DONALD AND DOROTHY. By Mary Marms Donor. 
PETER PENNILESS: Gamekeeper and Gentleman, By G, Cunse 
TOPMER Davins. With nuierous HMustrationsy 
GODFREY MALDEN; of, The Squire's Grandsons, By Mrs. J. ¥. B. 
Frerit. With numerous Mlasirations, 


MASTERMAN READY; or, The Wreck of the Pacific. By Captain 
MARRYAT. ALN, With over 50 Illustrations, 

CLINTONS PENINSULAR WAR. AND WELLINGTON'S CAM- 
PAIGN IN PRANCE AND BELGIUM. 

THE SETTLERS IN CANADA. By Captain Manryat, RN. With 
over 50 Illustrations, 

OUR YOUNG FOLKS’ ROMAN EMPIRE, By Witiam Suevann. 

OUR YOUNG FOLKS’ JOSEPHUS, By Wittthm Suerany, 

ORECY TO ASSYE: Five Ceatucies of the Military History of 
England. With Maps and Plans, By H. i Crawrox, 

HARRY RAYMOND; Ilis Adventures with Pirates, Slavers, und 
Cannibals. By Commander Lovurr Castgkox, RN. 

RONALD. HALLIFAX; or, He would be a Sailor. By Arruun Lum 
Kutoutr, 

WARNE'S 3s. 6d. YOUNG LADIES’ LIBRARY. 
In crown 8¥o, gilt, with Original lusteations, 

SYBIL'S BOOK. By Lady Banken, 

RIBBON STORIES. hy Lady Baxknr, 

CHRISTMAS CAKE By Lady Banxen. 

SEVEN TO SEVENTEEN. By M. M. Burt, 

SEVENTEEN TO TWENTY-ONE. By M,M, Beuty 

THE GARGRIDGES. Hy M, BRamston, 

MAY AND HER FRIENDS. By E, M, B, 

VIVIA. By Frorryce Wizrorp. 

LADY BETTY. By Caisvanst CoLenice, 

ONE YEAR. By FM. Pxann, 

ON THE EDGE OF THE STORM. By Author of" Mme, Mori," 

DUNALLAN, By Gnacz Kuinxor, 











Bedford Street, Strand. 








3 6105 Ole 317 450 





STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
STANFORD AUXILIARY LIBRARY 
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305-6004 
1415) 723-9201 
All books may be recalled after 7 days 
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